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1 - Background

Coming out of the unprecedented worldwide pandemic, a transformed landscape of Irish higher education is slowly
emerging. The UCD Centre for Japanese Studies (JaSt) was established in April 2020 to develop innovative ways of
bringing students, academics, industry and policymakers together to ‘Rise to the Future’ (UCD Strategy, 2020-2024),
building on a significant track record of research in the area. In the middle of the current global geopolitical
transformation, the Government Strategy, “Global Ireland: Delivering in the Asia Pacific region to 2025” (Jan 2020)
emphasises Ireland’s need to prepare experts/leaders with advanced knowledge and experience from across Asia to
deepen and expand international relations. JaSt will be a natural focus to leverage funding and other forms of
support from national/international organisations raising UCD’s profile in this important area.

Japan is a strong ‘pivot’ to Asia, a crucial region identified in UCD’s Global Engagement Strategy. It is the 3rd largest
economy in the world and has a highly developed STEM sector, stable democracy and longstanding links with other
large economies (e.g. USA, EU). ICT, education and agri-food were among the five sectors identified for bilateral trade
in Partnership for Innovation and Growth 2013.

As Ireland’s global National University, such an offering is opportune and strategic. It is often remarked (by
internal/external stakeholders, e.g. Japan Foundation) that UCD has suffered for not having a ‘core base’ for
Japanese Studies. JaSt will deal with this gap by offering (as exists elsewhere, for example, at UC Berkeley in America
and East Anglia in England) an innovative interdisciplinary research-driven model, supporting research into a unique
culture and society. JaSt will enable UCD to fulfil its ambitions to increase and diversify its student/staff population
through broader and deeper engagement with many Asian countries in critical areas of research, intercultural
competence and employment. The Centre will provide one focus for the Asia-Pacific Research Network and will
operate alongside other academic centres and institutes dedicated to English-speaking countries and China.

2 - Centre members & governance

JaSt is affiliated with the School of Social Policy, Social Work and Social Justice (SPWJ) and the College of Social
Sciences and Law (CoSSL). The Director will report directly to the Head of School (SPWJ) and the College Principal
(CoSSL), working closely with SPWJ’s research and finance managers. The Director and Deputy Director will establish
manageable goals that will be consistently reviewed, and together with the members of the Centre, they will oversee
academic standards and the coherence of the research and related programmes.

Key research in the broad area of Japanese Studies comes from members in History; Languages, Cultures and
Linguistics; Mathematics and Statistics; the Applied Language Centre; Nursing, Midwifery and Health Systems; and
Social Policy, Social Work and Social Justice.

Staff Members of the Centre:

* Director: Assoc. Prof. Naonori Kodate (Social Policy, Social Work and Social Justice)
* Deputy Director: Assoc. Prof. Emma Sokell (Physics)

* Prof. Brian Caulfield (Public Health, Physiotherapy and Sports Science)

* Assist. Prof. Declan Downey (History)

* Prof. Mary Gallagher (Languages, Cultures and Linguistics)

* Prof. Stephen Gordon (Veterinary Medicine)

* Ms Nobuko ljichi (Applied Language Centre/UCD Japan)

* Assist. Prof. Pablo Lucas (Sociology)

* Assoc. Prof. Hasheem Mannan (Nursing, Midwifery and Health Systems)
* Adjunct Prof. John Neary (Social Policy, Social Work and Social Justice)

* Assist. Prof. Aoibhinn Ni Shuilleabhain (Mathematics and Statistics)

Advisory Board Members:

* Prof. Niamh Brennan (Smurfit School of Business)

* Prof. Hugh Campbell (School of Architecture, Planning and Environmental Policy)
* Prof. Joe Carthy (College Principal, College Of Science)

* Prof. Niamh Hardiman (School of Politics and International Relations)

* Prof. Margaret Kelleher (School of English, Drama and Film)

* Prof. Suzie Jarvis (UCD Innovation Academy)

* Prof. Eilish McAuliffe (School of Nursing, Midwifery and Health Systems)

* Prof. Brian O’Connor (School of Philosophy)

* Dr Diarmuid O’Shea (St Vincent’s University Hospital)
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External Academic Advisors:

* Prof. Christina Davis (Director of the Program on U.S.-Japan Relations / Susan S. and Kenneth L. Wallach Professor
at the Radcliffe Institute, Harvard University)

* Prof. Benjamin Ng (Head of Japanese Studies, Chinese University of Hong Kong)

* Prof. Aaron Moore (Director of Asian Studies, University of Edinburgh)

* Prof. Kiri Paramore (Director, Irish Institute of Japanese Studies, University College Cork)

* Prof. Yoshiro Azuma (Department of Materials and Life Science, Sophia University)

* Ms Kanako Ukai (Japan Foundation, Japanese Language Specialist) (tbc)

UCD Japan Members:

* Ms Carole Deering (Smurfit School of Business)

* Mr Hugo O’Donnell (UCD Global Engagement)

* Assoc. Prof. P.J. Mathews (School of English, Drama and Film)

* Mr Brian Mullins (UCD Sport)

* Prof. Ravindranathan Thampi (UCD School of Chemical & Bioprocess Engineering)
° Dr Subaru Tsuruoka (Irish Centre for Research in Applied Geosciences)

* Mr Simon Tunney (UCD Japanese Society)

Key Events (April 2020 — March 2021):

* March 2020: Centre status approved by the UCD Academic Council Committee on Academic Centres (ACCAC)

* May 2020: Passing of our patron Dr Tom P. Hardiman (Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam / ZEE & B4V H L EiIF £9)

* October - December 2020: UCD Japan (virtual) Fair 2020

* November 2020: JaSt joins the European Association of Japanese Studies
[https://www.eajs.eu/index.php?id=293&L=1%27]

* December 2020: Dr Downey awarded the Ministry of Foreign Affairs’ Commendation

* January - May 2021: Discovery Module ‘Gateways to Japan’

* February 2021: The Centre’s official launch seminars

* February 2021: ‘PARA Beats’ online symposium & concert

* March 2021: Presentation at the College of Social Science & Law Research Seminar

UCD Centre for ll“‘ I“)

WEohd  Three Key Themes

UCD Japan

Re-examining Japan

i glokial contaxt implementation in & learning, business &

EJ Science, technology & Approaches to teaching
Irish/Japanese society public diplomacy

Social Policy, Soc|

AR ; = 4
Nursing & Medicine (w Chiba, etc.) P LR iy ye

Nbllc Policy

Physics (w University of
Electrocommunications, etc.)

LT Veterinary Medicine & Medicine
Languages, Cultures & Linguistics (w Hokkaido)
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3 - Summary of activities

Most activities are organised with generous help from the UCD Japan Group and the UCD JaSt colleagues. We would
like to thank the Ireland-Japan Association (IJA) and the Embassy of Japan in Ireland for their support.

3.1 - Launch Events

Why Japan Matters
12 February 2021

. W . 3 H.E. Mr Mitsuru Kitano (Ambassador of Japan to Ireland)
Studies ¥

UED Centre for apanese Studiet .
Respondent: Prof. John Neary (School of Social Policy, Social Work & Social Justice)
Why Japan
Moderator: Dr Declan Downey (School of History)

Friday 12% fubruary 2021
o b

Video letter: H.E. Mr Paul Kavanagh (Ambassador of Ireland to Japan)

st T/ ALCE Lapver Ve s

Why Women Leaders?
Fostering Tomorrow’s Leaders in Japan
16 February 2021

- o Prof. Mariko Bando (Chancellor, Showa Women'’s University)
Gl Studies o 3 W

LCD Centre for jopanese Stugies
Lawnch Webinar Seres

Respondent: Prof. Gerardine Doyle (Smurfit School of Business)

Why Women Leaders?
Fostering Tomorrow’s

Leaders in Japan 2 “ Moderator: Assoc. Prof. Sokell (Centre Deputy Director & School of Physics)

Professor Marko Sance

Video letter: Prof. Christina Davis (Harvard University & External Academic Advisor)

u

[UCD Today, Spring 2021, p.27]
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3.3 - Japanese Language and Culture Modules [2009-2021]

Japanese is a long-established curricular language (first non-European language in Irish secondary schools) and a
‘targeted’ language in the Irish Government’s ambitious ‘Languages Connect Strategy, 2017-26’). It is also a highly
sought-after language by increasing numbers of International (EU and non-EU) students in UCD. It has been offered
in UCD for more than 30 years.

However, as figures show, from a high point in 2010/11, student numbers are in decline (248 down to 158 this year).
These are small numbers for a university of UCD’s size. Proficiency targets are also low, beginners A.1.1.
competence, not the Government B1 ‘independent user’ target); few students continue ‘up the levels’. Yet pent-up
student demand is high. When in 2018/19, +60 registered Japanese students, had their class places suddenly
cancelled, the UCD Japanese Students’ Society (506 members), stepped up to offer free Japanese classes to
disappointed students.

Research shows that Japanese (like other non-European languages) poses particular learning challenges for students.
Additional learning time and specific pedagogies are required, the complex writing system is challenging, and
cultural-specific awareness is essential to progression.

The UCD Horizons ‘Free Electives’ structure was cut back following UCD Curriculum Review and Enhancement (CRE)
but is still the dominant ALC teaching model/framework. It supports a generic, common approach to foreign
language teaching, as shown on their website, and most modules are taught at beginners/entry-level. The decline in
numbers presents an opportunity to reimagine Japanese (in particular) language education.

Encouragingly and on a constructive note, it is clear that UCD’s Global Engagement Strategy, a major strand within
“Rising to the Future”, is signalling new thinking and a new direction. It seeks to open up ambitious opportunities to
support foreign language learning (incl. non-European languages such as Japanese) and move beyond current
barriers to extending language learning options. These will be referenced in the final section.

Japanese Language & Culture Student Registrations

250
x———x\x\x__—x\ —Total
200 —%
150
100
50
o 5 4% % > o © % G) o N
A I I N I A A
D D D D D D D D D D D D
160 T M N OJpL&C1
140 + ] ] - EJp L&C2
120 ] ] BJp L&C 3a
100 - MJp L&C3b
M ] HJp L&C4
80 -
60
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3.4 - University-wide Elective Module [DSCY10080] ‘Gateways to Japan’ [Spring Trimester]

Gateways to Japan

Discovery Elective Modulz - DSCY10080

v UED Centre for
A
{ Studies

| i N\
Module Descriptor
at bit ly/Gatewsys2)apan221

Spring Trimester
Monday 2 to 4pm [Cnline]
A &t

3.5 - Lectures / Seminars [selected]

The Centre members gave the following lectures:
* Prof. Neary - “Impressions of Japan”

* Ms ljichi - “Introduction to Japanese language and culture (1/2)”,
“Communication strategy: getting things done in Japan (1/2)”

* Dr Downey - “Japan and the West: a historical overview”, “Kyoto &
Edo: a tale of two cities & two cultural forms”, “Tradition &
modernity: the enigma of contemporary Japan”

* Prof. Gordon, Prof. Caulfield & Assoc. Prof. Sokell - “Research in Japan
from a European perspective”

* Assoc. Prof. Kodate - “Similarities and differences between Irish and
Japanese politics”, “Super-ageing society: community-based approach
vs. robotics-aided care approach”, “Circuits of Care: Ageing and

Japan’s Robot Revolution”

* Guest lecturers include: Dr Kenn Nakata-Steffensen (philosophy),
Dr Mary Redfern (art), Mr Takanori Miyazai (physics)

Ireland’s Neutrality Policy & Japan’s
Alliance Policy
15 April 2020

H.E. Ambassador of Japan to Ireland Mr Mitsuru Kitano
Moderator: Dr Downey, School of History, UCD

From the Outside Looking in: Life in
Japan & Ireland
3 June 2020

Ms ljichi & Assoc. Prof. Kodate
Moderator: Prof. Yuri Matsubara, Meiji University, Japan

Robotics-Assisted Social Care in Japan,
Ireland and the World
9 August 2020

Assoc. Prof. Kodate
Moderator: Prof. Yuri Matsubara, Meiji University, Japan

Impression of Japan
2 November 2020

Prof. Neary
Moderator: Assoc. Prof. Kodate, School of Social Policy, Social Work and
Social Justice, UCD

Developing a socially assistive robot
based on user-centred design
21 November 2020

Assoc. Prof. Kodate
Organiser: the German Association for Social Science Research on Japan
(VSIF)

Ageing, COVID-19, Technology and the
Future: A view from Ireland
6 December 2020

Dr O’Shea (Advisor)

Moderator: Assoc. Prof. Kodate, School of Social Policy, Social Work and
Social Justice, UCD at the Future Technologies for Integrated Care (FTIC)
Research Network, 4™ Symposium

Assistive technologies & social care

policy
18 December 2020

Assoc. Prof. Kodate
Moderator: Prof. Misato Nihei, University of Tokyo

No Ulysses He: the Migrancy of
Lafcadio Hearn
13 March 2021

Prof. Gallagher
Organisers: University of Patras in collaboration with the Greek Embassy
in Tokyo, etc.
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3.6 - UCD Japanese Society 2020-21

The UCD Japanese Society was founded in 2010 by students of UCD arising from volunteer work they did for the
Annual Experience Japan Festival. The society is wholly student-run and has a committee that meets regularly which
organises all events. In 2018-19 they won the ‘UCD Small Society of the Year’ award.

At the start of the academic year, with the pandemic disrupting society activities, a Discord Server was set up from
scratch by the society with elements integrated to encourage member interaction. A key aspect of Discord was the
voice calls that happen daily on the server; throughout the year there are always people available for calls to support
each other. Another successful element is an integrated bot that automatically uploads posts from the JSoc Twitter
account onto the server, so all are informed of events. There are many features of the system but a popular section
has been the “Study Zone" which is being used by members to focus on programme work where members help each
other on different topics related to their studies.

Fionn Resd-Kelly

Roisin Maria

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
DUBLIN
JAPANES; SOCIETY
TSUDA UNIVERSITY

UCDE & T—2L
REBRY
Let's talk about our I% AT OB,

hobbies, culture X AREEE
and everyday life! BLELLS! )

Friday - 26/02 12A268 - 218H'5
@12:00 BEHETISTY

The whole system was very well received by all but particularly by new 1st Year student members. It gave them
access to information and connections otherwise difficult to source given Covid-19 restrictions and reduced access to
the Belfield Campus. Over the last year, +40,000 messages were exchanged by society members on the Discord
Server.

With the Discord Server supporting society activities and using Zoom, the society had approximately 5 events each
week. In all +145 official events were held in 2020-21. These included 12 film screenings, Games nights (including
Shogi), a Book Club, JSoc Gym Sessions (guided training sessions), Ochatto (Japanese speaking only tea afternoons),
East-Asia Week (collaboration with other East-Asian societies) and Hallowe’en Week with both Irish and Japanese
ghost stories and urban legends (including a screening of the Japanese horror movie ‘Ringu’). There were 37
collaborations with other societies and 10 quiz and games nights organised. The society also organised 19 beginner
Japanese classes and additional support sessions for advanced language level members.

A highlight this year was the many different sessions organised through the UCD Centre for Japan Studies with
students from Meiji and Tsuda Universities and in particular the language exchange with International Christian
University students (‘Language Buddies’ Program). Over the year, membership climbed to 506 for 2020-21 which
was the most successful year for the society to date.
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J1-SOC GAME
NIGHT

"Summer Wars’ tonight at 100

= RAB SOM
=== F = oo 150¢ AND FILM SOC

LEARN JAPANESE WITH
UCD JAPANESE SOCIETY

BUGINNERS JAPANLSE CLASS #5
TONKINT ® 1700 - 1820

JAPANESE SOCIETY COLLABORATION
WITH GAME SOCIETY
TOOAY © 11:00 - 16:00

5

UCD JAPANESE SOC
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4 - Events

4.1 - UCD Japan Fair 2020

To mark the 5th year of the Annual UCD Japan Fair, the UCD Japan Group and the JaSt held five webinars, in
collaboration with the UCD Japanese Society, Experience Japan, the Embassy of Japan in Ireland and the Ireland-
Japan Association. Speakers joined us from Japan, Ireland, the USA and the UK.

U

UCD Japan

~ I’ e R A S % T p— P— Studies
Webinars - Fri 23" October to Fri 4" December 2020
“Seeing Japan through the journey of Umami and “Washoku’: Secret of Japanese Food”

23 Oct - 1pm [Fri] Ana San Gabriel, Public Communications Science Group, AJINOMOTO

. “Career opportunities in Japan”
6t Nov - 1pm [Fri] Niall Lane , Embassy of Japan in Ireland & Polly Watson, JSPS London

“Spreading the power of music”
11" Nov - 1pm [Wed] | Motoki Hirai, Pianist & Composer

27" Nov - 1pm [Fri]

O P PRI T O “Post-Abe Japan & political leadership”
4t Dec - 12noon [Fri] by Prof. Hugo Dobson, Professor of Japan's International Relations, University of Sheffield
Respondent - Bill Emmott, Journalist/Former Editor-in-chief, The Economist ’

4.2 - The ‘PARA Beats’ online symposium & concert [February 2021]

Venus Lunny (violin), James Mahon (uilleann piper) and Robbie Walsh (bodhran)]
composed a piece of music to mark the Tokyo 2020 Paralympic Games featuring elements
of both nations’ rich musical culture highlighting inclusion through Music and Sport. The
historic collaboration was unveiled at the virtual ‘ParaBeats’ Event hosted live online from
Narita City on Thursday, 11th February 2021. The project was initiated and led by
Experience Japan Taiko and its director Nobuko ljichi who mediated the links between the
Irish and Japanese musical and cultural communities.

tion f

PARAB-:-&-F’, Japan’s Hiro Hayashida [Samurai Music ZI-PANG] and Ireland’s Donal Lunny [joined by Cora

The project linked with Cara-Sport Inclusion Ireland, Paralympics Ireland and Narita City
along with the Department of Foreign Affairs and the Embassy of Ireland in Japan.

* # | Ireland’s Ambassador to Japan, Mr Paul Kavanagh said “I am delighted to welcome this
musical collaboration and performance in Narita City to mark the Tokyo Paralympic Games, particularly as it
champions Ireland’s core values of diversity and inclusion. It is particularly welcome that it does so through a musical
collaboration featuring such
prominent Irish and Japanese
musicians, and with the support of
the impressive Experience Japan
organisation, given the strong musical
and cultural connections that already
exist between both countries. The joy =
of music can be shared across culture [ Pyl
and time, and the legacy of this A
collaboration will be sure to resonate
far and wide, further strengthening
the bonds of friendship between
Ireland and Japan."

PARA tieatst
RAEWT LD,




‘PARA Beats’ highlighted in the 28" EU-Japan Fest Official Report [ 28 [ EU - & % /v 7 = X F AT #45] p84 & pss

LIANYLYA s Y41 /& EJNEEF =4/ Experience Japan & E] Taiko Team
Melding the Rhythms and Uniting the Beat” with ZI-PANG and Mr. Donal Lunny

A series of online tutorials and festivals
towards the “Live Concert”

This project aims to host a new collaborative concert of Taiko (Japanese
drum) and Irish music with Hiro Hayashida, a Japanese drum player,
and Dénal Lunny, a leading Irish folk musician and renowned music
producer. After the lockdown in our home country in March this year,
Experience Japan did not cancel Japan Day, which we host every year in
April, but switched to an online festival on April 13. The early realization
of this new experiment was a great encouragement for the continuation
of this music project, which was temporarily aborted due to the Corona
disaster, and in February 2021, fragments of the Japan-Ireland music
collaboration will be presented in a hybrid online and stage format ata
Paralympics-related event. The use of online has also had new benefits,
such as allowing the EJ Taiko team to receive professional instruction
from Japan, and allowing both countries’ artists to create and produce
videos of their musical collaborations, In the future, we will continue to
work towards realizing live concerts where the audience and artists can
be united, while incorporating enline and video technologies.

(Nobuko ljichi}

[F47av¥—b] EIKWFT, KA
fiRd+y 74 VFHET 2 AT 470V

£70Y22 Mg, NABRRERAOADEE, 7AL5 v FREFED
W—-AETHELHRTOF
XPANSY FERXOFESHFIVY - FHEEERL TV Y. £538
NERAZ2FIVER, TIARVIV ATy KV REBELRCEMT S
ey F-£PpeY. ARI08F YFA Y7z AT BAE
Lize SCOHMLLEAER TELI LR, DOFRT-WEEL
LTEERTOY 7 bER ALy, 2021%2R2, 1131
ZEy /HBERTERERISHL—La v OMKEL 31/ LAR
ONATYy FTRBTIT L) ELE, 2712 DEAT
BF-LABAESSTADERERSNEY, BA7-T (A LOER
HBEFAWED. MESHHTE LY, FHLLBRLEZATL
T, SBRAYF I, EFTRARFO/NERNI A0, §E, 7
FTAAMN—HELNEFATAVY~ IR RYBATWEET,

(Rl F)

_1) Experience Japan virtual Festival

19 Apr. 2020/ Dublin, Irefand/Japan (Online)
Artists

Hiro Hayashida , Luke Takahashi, Miyu Kobayashi, Hibiki Sawada,
Experience Japan & E) Taiko Taam, Robbie Walsh, James Mahon

2) Online meetings

|” _ _ Artists
Hiro Hayashida, Dénal Lunny
3) EJ Taiko Online Sessions
Date
28 Mar. ~ 20 Dec. 2020 (Every Saturday)
IR Artist
Luke Takahashi
4) Recording of the Japanese Taiko play for the onlipe streaming
Date / Venue
20 Dec. 2020 / Lighthouse Wicklow Head (Wicklow, Ireland)
B Aists ) -
Experience lapan Taiko Team
1) Experience Japan virtual Festival

202054719 :

=553
20205%3[528A~ 126208 (HAL®A)
P=F41Ah

fef DA B
BE/ 248

LAEIABF — L

The 1t Meeting in ltaly / 1 51 P24
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4.3 - Experience Japan [April 2020]

On Sunday 19th April 2020 Experience Japan, with the early stages of the pandemic, hosted a virtual festival using
Twitch and YouTube with a cross-section of contributions from Japan and Ireland. UCD Japan with the student’s
UCD Japanese Society and their alumni are key contributors to this national festival continuously for over ten years.

Dear Friends of Experience Jopan - @Explapan b 3 = ‘5'7 TyTIvInG ﬁ?" g
R L IR G ERits LN | e (T y';,]'ilpa 3 .‘*‘k%:-k:
8 1 " R

experience

Japan LAy

Samurai Zi-PANG perform Shinobue
Luke Takahashi. and Miyu Kobay.

Coming Up Soon

# Miyu Kobayashi - Shincbue
3 E) Taike Goes Online

4 Samurai Zi-PANG

34 Odorikko club

Mors cotais 1o folow on Frcayl  Jon #QurExperienceJapan!

4.4 - UCD Open Day [November 2020]

For the first time, the new Centre joined the traditional UCD Open Day for undergraduate courses in November to
tell the prospective students about what the group does and to highlight options in History, Languages and the
Discovery Modules. It was well-received by those attending.

Discovering and Experiencing Japan in UCD UcbhD - Japan % |re|and

UCD Centre for

) 5 N RISING v p
Bl Ja pa n_ese 'FUTURE UCD Centre for
UCD Japan e Studies : < Japanese

< sl : ’ Studies
UCD Open Day & ;

* Japan is the 3rd largest economy in the world, and has a highly developed STEM sector,
14" November 2020 stable democracy and longstanding links with other large economies (e g. USA, EU).

* At atime of global geopolitical transformation, the UCD Centre for Japanese Studies

Naonori Kod ate (UED-]aSQ) will develop innovative ways of h‘rngmg students, a(,(\dz-rmr‘\ industry and
» . o 3 policymakers together to ‘Rise to the Future’ (UCD Strategy, 2020-2024)
UCD School of Social Policy, Social Work and Social Justice
UCD Centre for Japanese Studies (UCD-JaSt) * The Government Strategy, “Global Ireland: Delivering in the Asia Pacific region to 2025"
emphasises Ireland’s need to prepare experts/leaders with advanced knowledge and
experience from across Asia to deepen and expand international relations.

= Japan is a strong ‘pivot’ to Asia, a crucial region identified by both UCD and Ireland.

Modules... Modules...

DSCY10080 Gateways to Japan HIS31280 Rise, Fall, Rise of Modern Japan
‘ e :

Discovery Module subject: History

1 [Introductory] y Gateways to Japan lege: Arts & Humanities

Cradit 5.0 y r'l‘.in"vr‘r\‘ Elective Module - DSCY10080 L¢ '3 [oagrool

rimaster: Spring Credits: 10.0

[Open to all UCD students) = Trimester: Autumn

.

™M Descriptor
A

o ; Dr Declan Downey, RAH
Tuesday 16* Octber 2018
LCD Centre for UCD Centre for

Japanese BS58 e Japanese
UCO Japan Studies A ’ A . - — UCD Japan Studies

ahd
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5 - Research outputs

Publications
Ide, H., Kodate, N., Suwa, S., Tsujimura, M., Shimamura, A., Ishimaru, M., & Yu, W. (2021). The Ageing ‘Care Crisis’ in
Japan: Is there a role for robotics-based solutions? International Journal of Care and Caring, 5: 165-171.

Kapalamula, T.F., Chizimu, J., Belotindos, L., Akapelwa, M., Shrestha, D., Nyenje, M.E., Munyeme, M., Hang'ombe,
B.M., Mkakosya, R.S., Gordon, S.V., Nakajima, C., Suzuki, Y. (2021) Molecular epidemiology of Mycobacterium bovis in
central parts of Malawi. Transbound Emerg Dis. doi: 10.1111/tbed.14127. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 33900039.

Kapalamula, T.F., Thapa, J., Akapelwa, M.L., Hayashida, K., Gordon, S.V,, Hang' Ombe, B.M., Munyeme, M., Solo, E.S.,
Bwalya, P.,, Nyenje, M.E., Tamaru, A., Suzuki, Y., Nakajima, C. (2021) Development of a loop-mediated isothermal
amplification (LAMP) method for specific detection of Mycobacterium bovis. PLoS Negl Trop Dis. 15(1):e0008996.
doi: 10.1371/journal.pntd.0008996. PMID: 33493196; PMCID: PMC7833227.

Kodate, N., Donnelly, S., Suwa, S., et al. (2021) Home-care robots: attitudes and perceptions among older people,
carers and care professionals in Ireland: A questionnaire study. Health and Social Care in the Community. DOI:
10.1111/hsc.13327

Kosugi, S., Martins, J., Hosseini, F., Marchenko, T., Travnikova, O., Bozek, J.D., Ito, K., Sokell, E., Piancastelli, M.N.,
Simon, M., Koike, F., Azuma, Y. (2020) Conjugate photoelectron recapture peaks in the high resolution Auger electron
spectra following near-threshold Ar 2p photoionization. Journal of Physics B-Atomic Molecular and Optical Physics,
53,12. DOI: 10.1088/1361-6455/ab7fc1

Kosugi, S., Koike, F., Nagayasu, T., Hosseini, F., Martins, J., Marchenko, T., Travnikova, O., Oura, M., Gejo, T., Harries,
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6 - Partnerships

“* Meiji University with UCD Japanese Society (Nov—Jan 2021)

Culture BUSAN, Port city
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Student-to-student quiz & presentation session [‘My Local Towns’]
< Hokkaido University - Ongoing research collaborations: One Health & Public Policy
< Tsuda University - Online meet-up with UCD Japanese Society (February 2021)

< International Christian University - ‘Language Buddies’ Program (Jan -Mar 2021)
- 36 pairs of UCD - ICU students were actively involved in this exchange program, holding regular English-
Japanese online language lessons.
- Smurfit School of Business has been in contact with ICU, discussing possible collaborations.

<+ Chiba University - Toyota Foundation funded research project "Harmonisation towards the establishment of
Person-centred, Robotics-aided Care System (HARP: RoCS)". Regular only meetings were held throughout the
year among researchers in UCD, Chiba University, the Chinese University of Hong Kong and EHESS (School of
Advanced Studies in the Social Sciences), Paris.
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7 - Ongoing work and future directions

% Increasing research profile and collaborative work with our partners.
% Building research capacity by developing a postgraduate programme.

< Supporting students and researchers, expanding our international networks

< Developing a viable and high-standard Japanese Studies programme to meet students’ needs
and the country’s demand

7.1 - Japanese Studies - language/culture/society [incl. Business, STEM, Arts & others]

UCD’s Global Engagement Strategy, a major strand within ‘Rising to the Future’, commits to new initiatives and
implementation models to strengthen competences in global civilisations, languages and a range of societal
challenges. An aim is to develop competence to speak, understand and think in foreign languages thereby providing
‘A Global Experience for All'. The approach will draw on UCD’s new Strategy and the Government’s National Strategy
for Foreign Languages in Education 2017-2026, which is proving to be a transformational initiative in Irish HEIs. In
UCD, implementation will include embedding the development of foreign language learning in university
Programmes and Curricula, supporting Study/Research Abroad opportunities for students and a range of other
initiatives. In particular, we aim to provide our students with greater opportunities to be able to conduct research in
Japan/Asia and obtain strategic and leadership positions in businesses and diplomacy.

From a Japanese language point of view, this will involve

* exploring models of research-led Japanese T/L for diverse learner categories (incl. STEM, Business, others)
* benchmarking of standards and test outputs to international standards (certification)

* exploring how digitization can overcome barriers to language learning and international exchange

* creating collaborative strategic partnerships, nationally internationally

* developing models of creative, participatory and experiential models of language learning

Already, research has commenced in sourcing models and information and setting up partnerships from other
countries’” examples - Japanese language/culture teaching (e.g. Aarhus, Barcelona, Cambridge, East Anglia, Leiden,
Michigan, Monash, Portland State, Ruhr-Bochum and Singapore.)

7.2 - Continuing Professional Development
We will set up a Working Group with academics and practitioners with relevant expertise in this area.

We have been in discussion with various key stakeholders in the domain of Japanese Studies (language/culture/

society), and business.

* We will set up a Working Group with academics and practitioners with relevant expertise in this area.

* We will further seek the opportunity to develop a CPD programme.

* We will provide our students with greater opportunities to be able to conduct research in Japan/Asia and obtain
jobs in businesses and diplomacy.

8 - Conclusion
Good start, more envisaged.

Despite the pandemic, which severely impacted networking opportunities, we have achieved a great amount in the
first year. We will seek to continue to leverage these in particular in relation to personnel (researchers in the area of
Japanese Studies) and continue with promoting Japan among the UCD community, with a particular emphasis on
Japanese language course which aligns with UCD Strategies for the coming year.
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